projective tests, to a post-hoc discussion of how they would have interpreted the test data they had been given. Insofar as any theoretical points were raised at all, the projective test specialists all tended to agree that, the less "structured" the test material, the more the results were relevant to the general "unconscious" psychology of the patient, and the less they were relevant to a particular overt behavioural act in a specified situation. They tended to agree that more "structured" and objective tests would be more likely to prove useful for specific predictions.
By far the most penetrating contribution was that made by the discussant, Dr. Evelyn Hooker. As she rightly points out, it is insufficient merely to claim that projective tests measure non-specific unconscious motivational processes. If their results are to be of any value at all, the proponents of the projective tests must specify how these non-specific unconscious processes are related to concrete behaviour. If no such relationship can be specified, the projective test results are useless for any practical purpose. Indeed her main criticism of the other contributors, with which one is forced to agree, is that they failed to present any evidence that their particular technique had any practical value in predicting behaviour. She also points out that this situation is reflected in the research literature which suggests that "..... the published evidence on projective techniques indicates that they have either zero, or at best, very low positive effective validity indices ... which make predictions for the individual largely a waste of time". R. W. Payne, Kingston. The research team consisted of representatives from the fields of psychiatry, psychology and sociology. The psychiatrist interviewed miners, both those who had been trapped and others: the psychologist administered tests to the miners who had been trapped and to 12 others while the sociologist interviewed the professional and personal service personnel of the town and a number of wives. Most of the data were quantified, and where possible, analyzed by standard statistical procedures. Special attempts were made to obtain data which would throw some light on the matter of leadership qualities and morale factors.
This study is rather unique in one respect. The very existence of the town was dependent upon the one industry of coal mining and because of this fact and since previous disasters had occasionally made their appearance, definite plans had been developed for implementation at a moment's notice in the event of any new threat of disaster. For example, a disaster fund had been established; then too, an earlier study had been made concerning a disaster which occurred in 1956 and was reported by a psychiatric team (Dunsworth, 1958; Weil & Dunsworth, 1958) . Although much assistance was supplied from outside the community, the resources of the town itself were in actuality by no means inadequate.
The community, because of the common interest of the townspeople was a closely knit unit and the extended family phenomenon was more striking than has been true in other communities where disaster has struck.
Much attention was devoted by the research team to the question of the emergent leader. It was quite apparent that the individual who initially became the leader, and was designated the escape leader (otherwise known as task-oriented leader) was soon replaced by another man termed the survival leader (the emotion-oriented leader) and that in no instance could a single person fill both roles.
The significance of rumor and the relative values of various communication media were observed and assessed.
The fairly full case histories of selected mi~ers who were rescued after long penods of entrapment are indeed interesting. For example, one man was in viru.tal is~lation for over 8 days and followmg his rescue remained dazed and withdrawn for nearly 2 weeks. An E.E.G. demonstrated the presence of an epileptogenic lesion and it was thought that he may have undergone seizures since he was exposed to a considerable amount of carbon dioxide. When he did recover he had an almost complete amnesia for his experience.
It may be of interest to note that the local Mental Health Association advertised the fact that psychiatric services were available to the town residents and that during a nine day period 121 individuals, mostly relatives of victims, were seen and treated. Grief reactions, tension states and anxiety reactions were the common diagnoses.
As a result of the Minetown experience a Provincial Disaster Committee was est~blished for t~e purp?se of providing guidance and assistance m future disaster situations. The recommendations contained in this monograph were for the most part accepted by this Committee.
It is strongly recommended that this book be made available to all individuals who are concerned with developing plans for Civil Defence; one can go further and recommend it as a stimulus for discussion in a rather broad way. For example members of the Clergy would find it of great value since they have been appointed as the persons who are responsible for informing relatives that a death in a family has occurred in a disaster area. Finally, and most important, postgraduate students in the fields of psychiatry, psychology and sociology should be encouraged to read this report and to use it as the basis for discussion concerning catastrophic situations.
T. E. Dancey, Montreal.
